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Haere mai te whanau  
 
We began the week with heavy hearts with our thoughts and prayers centred around those 
deeply affected by the atrocities committed in Christchurch on Friday. As the news came 
through we were just concluding our school week with music, celebration and awards to 
conclude a great day of St Patrick’s Day celebrations. There are no words that we can say to 
make sense of this evil act and all we can really do is focus on love, kindness and compassion 
as we hold our Muslim brothers and sisters in prayer. 	  
I want to commend our children for their genuine and heartfelt contributions in our combined 
school prayers on Monday morning and it would seem that a number of our families are 
having helpful and constructive conversations at home.	  
The following link provides response advice for parents and educators:  	  
https://www.education.govt.nz/news/tips-for-parents-and-educators-supporting-children-and-young-people   
 
As I was beginning to prepare this week’s newsletter I received the sad news of the sudden 
and unexpected death of Mr Tracy O’Brien, Principal of Kavanagh College.  Our prayers and 
support are with the O’Brien whanau, students and Kavanagh staff as the college community 
comes to terms with this sudden and unexpected loss.  I have enjoyed working with Tracy 
particularly in more recent times as members of the Kahui Ako (Community of Dunedin 
Catholic Schools).  I will remember him for his warmth, colleagiality and the immense value 
he placed on our Catholic contributing schools.  His untimely passing will be deeply felt by 
all who knew and loved him.    

 
Eternal rest grant to them, O Lord, 

And let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May they rest in peace. 

 
Kia kaha and blessings in the days ahead – Paul Richardson 

	  
	  

 



 
It’s always a joy to welcome new people to Sacred Heart. 

Welcome to Freddie (little brother of Billie)  
May your time here be rich in blessings.                                             

    

 
The life cycle is complete in Ruma Kea and we have released three butterflies. 

 
 

Cross – Country Day – Chingford Park 
Thanks to all who made this such a great day. 

 
Take your marks … get set … go (Year 5 (Ruma Kereru) 



 
Saint Patrick’s  Day Celebration  

 
Early  Interviews  

Thank you! We enjoyed sharing information with you last week 
The second stage of our reporting cycle will take place around mid-year. This will take the 
form of a written progress review report, a learning evidence profile and further interviews. 
The third reporting stage is the end of year written report due in mid-December 
 
Board of Trustees 
The Board of Trustees meets twice per term. The first Board meeting for the year was 
held last Wednesday 13th February. The next meeting is on Wednesday 3rd April at 7pm in 
the staffroom. 
 
Student Council - 2019 
Our new council has been elected and consists of a representative and a deputy 
representative from each of our six year groups. The group will meet with the principal 
twice each term to discuss ideas, possible initiatives and matters of concern, and reports 
to the Board of Trustees.             
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEWLY ELECTED STUDENT COUNCIL  2019 
The Council: Billie M, Eva, Elsie, Kora, Sam, Bella                                                                                  
Deputies: Isla Rose, Finn, Patrick, Daphne, Lexani 
 
School Sport Update 
Futsal teams are playing well despite some tough competition.  Skills in defence and team 
work are improving.  Players of the day from the last two weeks: Tia, Elsie, Yosef; 
Benjamin H, Sofia, Theodora and Callum T-D. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The	  Future	  of	  Schooling	  in	  
Aeotearoa	  New	  Zealand	  
“The Independent Taskforce report  
Our Schooling Futures Together / Whina Nga 
Kura Tuatinitini – proposes significant 
changes to the way schools are run, governed 
and managed. This includes a strong focus on 
improving the wellbeing and success of all 
children… The report is open for consultation 
until 7th April 2019.”Join the conversation at,  
conversation.education.govt.nz  
  



 
 

 
       

 
TERM ONE EVENTS DIARY        Also updated on our Google Calendar   
 
Monday 18th        March  Young Vinnies (Ruma Kereru) 1:30pm 
                                                    Earlybirds (3) 
                                                    Combined Staff Meeting 3:30pm Kavanagh College  
Thursday 21st    Bishop’s Forum – Holy Cross Centre 
     Football sessions from 1:30pm 
Friday 22nd    Otago / Southland Principals’ Association Meeting 
 
Monday 25th                                Otago Anniversary Day – SCHOOL IS CLOSED 
Tuesday 26th                               Open VUE Session 1. (Clare) 
Thursday 28th                              Parents and Friends Social Gathering / BBQ 5:30pm 
 
Monday 1st           April  Earlybirds (4) 
Tuesday 2nd                                Open VUE Session 2 (Clare) 
Wednesday 3rd    Board of Trustees meeting 7pm – Staffroom 
 
Monday 8th                                  Young Vinnies (Ruma Kereru) Soup making  
Friday 12th    Passion Liturgy 2:15pm – Last Day of Term One 
                                                    LAST DAY OF TERM ONE 
 
 

 
Due to a commitment on Sunday 7th April I have had to postpone our  
School involvement in the Sacred Heart Mass. Our school/family Mass 
will now take place early next term. 


