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Haere mai te whanau   
Here we are almost halfway through Term 3. Today we welcomed our fourth new 
student for the term, and our fifth arrives next week. Our term so far has been one of 
celebration beginning with our hosting of Matariki, our mid-year reports / interviews 
where we shared much good news and received affirmation from so many of our 
families.  Thank you for your support which is of great benefit to the children. 
Bishop Michael visited us for the first time last Thursday and confirmed 11 children 
in a memorable ceremony. Congratulations to these children who will soon begin 
their formation to receive their First Communion in November. 
As we enter a week involving some disruption to normal routines with our two closure 
days, we would like to acknowledge and thank you all for your support. 
 

A Warm Welcome! 

 
We warmly welcome Billie who started her school days with us today. May your time here be 

rich in blessings. 
 

 
Birthday greetings to Kora (8) Eva (6) and Benjamin (6) who are celebrating their 

birthdays at this time. 

 
Mid – year Reporting on Student Progress / Interviews 

It was great to have so many children attending recent mid-year interviews to share in their 
many successes. This has been a very positive experience for all of us and we thank you for 
your continuing support. 



Teacher Only Days - THIS WEEK!  
WEDNESDAY 15TH AUGUST 
You will be aware from media reports that negotiations between the Ministry of Education 
and NZEI, to secure a collective agreement involving pay and working conditions for the next 
three years, have broken down. This means that there will be industrial ‘strike’ action on 
Wednesday this week. Principals and teachers who are members of NZEI are bound by this 
action and consequently the Sacred Heart Board of Trustees has decided to close the school. 
We are aware of the inconvenience involved and appreciate your understanding and 
support. 
 
FRIDAY 17TH AUGUST 
This day has been several months in the planning and unfortunately cannot be changed. 
Please note that the school will be closed for a Teacher Only Day on Friday 17th August.  
Staff will be attending an expo day for the Dunedin Catholic Schools (Kahui Ako) 
Community of Learning and will be working off-site. 
 

Special Character Review of Sacred Heart School 
Next week on Tuesday 21st and Wednesday 22nd August we will be visited by Philomena 
O’Connell-Cooper and Melodie Gage who will carry out a review of the Special Character of 
our school.  Philomena was formerly Principal of St Mary’s School in Gore and St Joseph’s 
Schools in Queenstown and Takapuna.  Melodie is currently Director of Religious Studies in 
Gore.  The review will involve interviews with myself, board of trustees, staff and students 
and will also involve classroom visits to see our RE programmes in action.   
 
 

                        Family  Mass – Sacred Heart 
Church   

                      - SUNDAY 2nd  September 9:30am - 
Holy            Holy Name Sunday Mass with Bishop Michael 

 Late September - Date to be advised 
                       Everyone is encouraged to come and join in these 

celebrations. 
 

Feast of Saint Dominic – 3rd August – Holy Name  

 
Lachie prepares for the opening procession representing Sacred Heart. 

Fr Aidan leads our Dominican schools in a great celebration. 

 



Sacramental Programme 2018 
Reconciliation        Confirmation        Eucharist 

Our Sacramental formation programme continues with focus on Eucharist.   
The children involved are mostly in Years 3 and 4.  

The formation sessions are being conducted on Friday afternoons by Moira Gallagher 
with assistance from Fr Aidan and myself.  

Please remember Callum, Theodora, Ashlyn, Daphne, Sam, 
Patrick, Kora, Mattias, Henrik, Vsevolod and Dylan  in your 

prayers as they begin their preparation for First Holy 
Communion. 

There will be a parent meeting for Eucharist later in the term 
The Sacrament of Eucharist (First Holy Communion) will take place 

in Term 4 on Sunday 11th November  
Sacred Heart Church at 9:30am          

 

 
Bishop Michael with the children at last week’s Confirmation 

ceremony. 
 
 

School Sport Update 
Our netball team has had a great season with several new players learning the game and everyone 
gaining more confidence and skills.  The season ends with this week’s game.  Thanks to Emmeline and 
Diane and all the parent supporters! Players of the day from the last two weeks were Sienna and 
Raheli. 



EVENTS DIARY        Recently updated on our Google Calendar   
Monday 13th                 Mini-music – Nga Maara Hall 9:15am                                      Week 4 
                                     Earlybirds (2) 1.30pm           
Tuesday 14th                Kahui Ako – Catholic Schools Community Stewardship Mtg 5:30pm 
Wednesday 15th          Strike Day – NZEI – School Closed 
Thursday 16th               RE teachers development day. Curriculum Bridging Document  
Friday 17th                   Teacher Only Day – Kahui Ako Expo Day – School Closed 
Monday 20th                 Mini-music – Nga Maara Hall 9:15am                                       Week 5 
Tuesday 21st                Special Character External Review visitors 
Wednesday 22nd          Special Character External Review visitors 
Thursday 23rd               Elgregoe Magician 9:30am 
Monday 27th                 Mini-music – Nga Maara Hall 9:15am                                       Week 6 
                                   Earlybirds (3) 1.30pm  
Tuesday 28th                Parents and Friends meeting - Staffroom at 2:15pm            
Sunday 2nd Sept          Family Mass at Sacred Heart Church 9:30am                           Week 7 
Monday 3rd                   Mini-music – Nga Maara Hall 9:15am                                         
Thursday 6th                 RE teachers Twilight meeting 4:30pm 
Monday 10th                 Mini-music – Nga Maara Hall 9:15am                                        Week 8 
                                   Earlybirds (4) 1.30pm 
                                     Vinnies – Ross Home visit. 1:30pm 
Friday 14th                    OSCPPA meeting (Diocesan Principals) Queenstown 
Monday 17th                 Mini-music – Nga Maara Hall 9:15am                                      Week 10 
                                   Earlybirds (5) 1.30pm 
Wednesday 19th           Kiwi Golf afternoon 
                                     Board of Trustees Meeting 7pm 
Friday 28th                    End of Term 3 
 
 

Reflection 

 
 
 

Walking in TRUTH in The Dominican Tradition 
Sacred Heart is a School with a Dominican Charism                                                                     

This means that we follow the way of Saint Dominic.  
Through his example we learn to be followers of Jesus. Our school values of 

 Truth, Respect, Justice and Humanity  
also help us to live a fully Christian life.                                                                                                                                    

Being Dominican is to love to learn and always curious to know more. 
Being prayerful. We sit quietly, mind and body still, so as to gather the peace of God within. 

Being just and fair to all. We never forget those who do not have the same rights as us. 
Being yourself – an individual with your own gifts and talents.  

Being a protector of the environment and valuing all created things.  
Being a veritas person, honest with ourselves and others. A veritas person is a compassionate 

person. 
 

 


