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Kia ora te Whanau 
The Season of Advent has begun and we have a busy two weeks ahead as the 2017 
school year draws quickly to a close. This is the last of our regular newsletters and the 
Christmas edition will be issued at the end of next week. There are some important 
events happening over the next two weeks and these all are listed below. The most 
important events are the Thanksgiving Mass on Thursday at 6pm and our final 
assembly at 2:15pm on Thursday 14th (next week). Next Sunday’s 10am Mass at Holy 
Name Church is also an opportunity to gather with our pastoral area community as we 
conclude our school year. 
 
Advent Reflection 
Faith Hope and Love are the three great Graces in our lives (1 Corinthians 13:13) 
and the Advent season is about Hope.  Our lives involve times of immense joy and 
celebration as well as times of disappointment, and loss and hope are what drives and 
encourages us during the difficult times. At its deepest level Hope is about our 
ultimate destiny as Christian people and we are invited to reflect, perhaps in new 
ways, as we await our Saviour’s birth at Christmas. From the children’s perspective, 
it’s much simpler than that as the excitement and  anticipation grow as that special 
day gets closer. Over my years of teaching young children it is always inspiring when 
they recall the greatest gift of Love in the coming of baby Jesus at Christmas. 
 
Go gently at this busy time.       
Ngā mihi nui  - Paul Richardson 
 

 
Birthday greetings to Seva (10), Finn (6), and Jordy (11), who are celebrating 

their birthdays in the month of December. 

 

Korowai (Maori Cloak)  

 

Sacred Heart School now has a set of Korowai 
Cloaks that will be worn for the first time this 
Thursday at the Thanksgiving Mass by our 
Year 6 leavers and also next week at our final 
assembly. 
“The korowai (Maori cloak) was a garment 
made in early Maori times and was generally 
woven or made from traditional materials 
like flax and feathers. It is worn as a mantle 
of prestige and honour.” 



 
Thanksgiving Mass – Thursday 7th December 6pm 

This is one of our most important and significant events in the school year where we gather to 
give thanks for the successes of the year and to celebrate our senior students as they prepare 
to move on from Sacred Heart. This is also a special occasion for our Year Six leavers. It is 
expected that all children will attend wearing formal school uniform.  After the Mass the 
community celebrations will continue with a PFA sponsored BBQ in the school grounds, and 
extended family members and friends are very welcome.  We thank you for your support. 

 
 



Year 6 Leavers – Evening Out – Friday 8th December 
This event will take place on Friday 8th December between 3pm and 9pm. The fun will begin 
with afternoon tea after school, followed by a swim at either the St Clair or Moana pool, 
depending on the weather. The children will then go Ten Pin Bowling before returning to 
school for supper and recreation time. The evening will conclude at 9pm. Thanks to Kath 
Rutherford and Brian McLennan for arranging this event for us. 
In order to participate each Year six student must have attended the Thanksgiving Mass 
the previous evening. 
 

                   Family Mass at  Holy Name 
 

         Sunday 10th December 10:00am – Holy Name Church  
      Come and celebrate with our Pastoral Area community for the     
      final time in 2017.            
 

EOTC Visits – Ross Home / Chingford Park / Jonathan Rhodes 
As an end of year activity, we are arranging to visit Ross Home to provide some Christmas 
entertainment for the residents there. This event will take place at 11am on Monday 11th 
December. Following the visit we will have a shared lunch and some recreation time at 
Chingford Park. We will leave Chingford at 2pm and visit Jonathan Rhodes pre-school at 
2:15pm and provide some further entertainment before returning to school by 3pm. 
Please wear Sports Uniform! 
 
Kavanagh College – Christmas Pantomime – Tuesday 12th December 
We will be attending the Kavanagh College Christmas Pantomime on Tuesday 12th December 
commencing at 11:30am. Following an early morning tea a bus will leave school at 11am and 
return in time for later than usual lunch. We recommend that the children bring some extra food 
for their morning tea before leaving for the pantomime. 
 

Final / Leavers’ Assembly – Thursday 14th December 2:15pm 
Our last significant event for the year will take place in Nga Maara Hall commencing at 
2:15pm. This will be our final acknowledgement and farewell for our departing Year 6 
students. The programme will consist of an Advent / Christmas liturgy, followed by some 
entertainment and presentations and acknowledgements for our six departing students. 
Friends of the school and extended family members are again most welcome. 
 

Swimming Programme – Finishes Friday 8th December 
Our annual swimming programme is progressing very well and concludes this Friday 8th 
December. For ease of changing, the children may wear their sports uniform to school 
throughout these 10 days. 
This week’s times:   Ruma Kea – 1:30pm – 2:00pm      Ruma Kereru – 2:00pm – 2:30pm 
Thank you very much for all of the assistance that we have received. 

 
Advent Reflection 

All was ready for him once. A time, a place, a people. The world 
must have been ready for he came. Ages had made way for him. A 
people heard a voice, listened to a call, saw many mighty deeds, 

agreed to live with new hearts. 
 

 
We are grateful to Mrs Elisabeth Helm for continuing a tradition of making Advent 
wreaths over the past 26 years 

 

 



 

 
 
We have a fabulous and colourful set of tree trunk steps in our playground.  
Thanks to Emmeline for the organisation  and painting and to Dean for installing 
these.  The children are loving this new activity. 
 
 
 

 
 

THE FIRST SESSION FOR 2018 WILL BE HELD ON 
MONDAY 5TH FEBRUARY  

 
 
EVENTS DIARY        Also updated on our Google Calendar                                         
Monday 4th                     Mini-music Nga Maara Hall 9am                                                              Week 8 
                                       Swimming week 2  - Times 1:30pm – 2:30pm 
                                       Earlybirds (Christmas Party) 
Thursday 7th                   Thanksgiving Mass – Sacred Heart Church 6pm 
                                       Community Gathering and BBQ in school grounds 7pm 
Friday 8th                        Year 6 Afternoon Tea and evening out 3pm – 9pm 
Sunday 10th                   Family Mass at Holy Name Church 10am                                            Week 9               
Monday 11th                    Mini-music Nga Maara Hall 9.15am 
                                        Ross Home visit 11am 
                                        Lunch at Chingford Park 12noon 
                                        Jonathan Rhodes pre-school visit 2:15pm                                
Tuesday 12th                   Kavanagh College Christmas Pantomime 11:30am 
Wednesday 13th              Board of Trustees Meeting – Staffroom 7pm 
Thursday 14th             Advent / Christmas Liturgy / Leavers Assembly 2:15pm 
Friday 15th                       Last day of term 4 - School finishes at 12:30pm. 
 


