
 
 
 
 

 
Christmas Newsletter  12th December 2016 

 
K ia  o ra  k o u to u  te  W h a n a u  -  S e a s o n s  G re e tin g s  

2016 has been an exceptional year for us in many ways. We began on a high note with our 
Monster Garage sale, an occasion which brought our community together and involved the wider 
community, and we look forward to beginning 2017 in the same way.   
Our Manawa Tapu Kapa Haka and Pasifika once again achieved a high level of performance and 
we relished opportunities to perform publicly at the Matariki celebrations, Maori & Pacific Island 
Festival, a local pre-schools and for our visitors.  Our children have continued to achieve to a 
very high standard academically and on the sports court in their Netball and Futsal teams. 
I feel a tremendous sense of gratitude for the gifts and talents of so many people in our 
community who enable great things to happen for our children.  We are blessed to have: 
 
• A Board of Trustees dedicated to the needs of every child in our school; 
• Teachers who care deeply and strive to encourage and motivate our learners to set goals, 

reflect, and celebrate their successes and who are supported by dedicated support staff; 
• A passionate Parents and Friends group who are the backbone of our community. Through 

their initiatives and strong Pastoral Care focus, they support us all when we most need it and 
engage us in events which support the school and community. 

 
Thanks to everyone who has helped us throughout this year and in particular those individuals 
who tirelessly promote our school.  Our Earlybirds programme has continued this year and we 
are grateful to Moira for the expertise and the talents she brings to the programme.  Our Student 
Council has done great work this year assisting with reviewing our Core Values. This group 
assists myself and the Board in its work of ensuring that the school is a safe and happy place for 
all of us.  
 
And finally to our Year 6’s who are leaving us next week -   
Danny, Finlay, Ilan, Michael, Jack, Orla, Thomas:   
As you prepare to leave this place, the staff and community of Sacred Heart School would like to 
wish you all every success in the future. The talents and qualities you have contributed during 
your years at Sacred Heart have helped make our school a special place. Your care and support of 
our younger children has helped make the school a happy place for them. Your helpfulness to 
staff, parents and visitors and your friendly spirit has helped make our school a warm and 
welcoming place. We will miss your cheerful greetings and your care and friendliness. Thank 
you for all that you have done during your time here to help to make Sacred Heart a caring place.  
 May you all receive many blessings in your new schools and in the future. 
 

 

Sacred Heart School 
Manawa Tapu 

Respect,  Truth, Justice,  Humanity 
In the Dominican Tradition 

 
 



Nativity Production and Leavers’ Assembly on Tuesday 
Our final school gathering for the year takes place in Nga Maara Hall on Tuesday 
commencing at 1:30pm. We will acknowledge and bless our Year 6 leavers following an 
encore performance of ‘Straw and Order.’  

 

 
 
Teaching and Learning Arrangements 2017 
Paul Richardson (Teaching Principal)             Reading / RE Yr 1-3  (Reading Recovery) 
Kath Rutherford                                               Teacher    Yr 4 - 6 
Brian McLennan (PT)                                      Teacher    Yr 4 – 6 / Learning Support Programmes 
Bronwyn Bradshaw (PT)                            Teacher Yr 1 – 3 
Pat Richardson                                                  Literacy Enhancement  
Andrew Wills                                                    Classroom Release Teacher  (Art / Technology)   
Moira Gallagher        Earlybirds Teacher / Coordinator  
Fr Aidan Cunningham IC       Chaplain    
Elisabeth Helm                                              Teacher Aide (10 hrs per week)  
 

 
Term Dates for 2017 
Term 1  Monday 30th January – Thursday 13th April    
Term 2  Monday 1st May       -  Friday 7th July 
Term 3  Monday 24th July      -  Friday 29th September 
                        (Teacher Only Day - Friday 22nd September) 
Term 4  Monday 16th October –Friday 15th December  
 
 

Season’s Greetings and Blessings to all our families  
Very best wishes to you all for a safe and happy holiday season 

“May the peace of Christ be your gift this Christmas and your blessing 
all year through” 

 
Paul Richardson 

Principal 

 

The children are very excited about this week’s performances 
and can’t wait to show you the results of their hard work over the 
past few weeks. Thanks to Kath, Bronwyn and Brian for your 
work. A special word of thanks to Bronwyn for all of the extra 
time you have spent on costuming, to Ken for constructing the 
set and helping with some technical matters and to our 
enthusiastic families who have helped with costumes. The 
children look fantastic and we are looking forward to your 
company this evening and tomorrow afternoon. 



Happy Christmas ! 
from the Cast of ‘Straw and Order’ 

 
 
 
 

A Family Prayer for Christmas 
 

O 
Jesus 

Our Saviour 
Thank you for 

Living among us 
And showing us the 

Way to God. Thank you 
 for being born at Christmas. 

Your presence among us is our 
 greatest gift .Thank  you too for 

 all the virtues you give us as we try 
 to follow you. Thank you for faith, hope, 

 charity, peace, thanksgiving, joy, patience, 
 contentment, kindness, generosity, moderation, 

 listening, honesty, gentleness, silence, self-control, 
 forgiveness, obedience, respect, humility, faithfulness, 

 compassion, cheerfulness, enthusiasm, and for all the gifts 
 and talents you have so generously given to our family. 

Thank you especially for 
one another. 

Bless and watch over our family 
on this Christmas Day and always. Amen 

 

Nga mihi o te wa Kirihimete me te tau hou 

 
 

 
 



A Look Back at 2016  

 
 


