
 
 
 

Sacred Heart School Dunedin   
Manawa Tapu 

Respect, Humanity, Justice, Truth  
In the Dominican Tradition 

Term 4 Issue 4/4 – Week Beginning 30th  November 2015 
SEASON OF ADVENT 

 

Our Core Value Focus this Term is:  Justice 
 
Kia ora te Whanau 
I attended a recent liturgy where the reflection was about hope and expectation as the Season 
of Advent begins.  The message was that in the everyday circumstances of life we hope for 
many things and typically our lives will involve times of immense joy and celebration as well 
as times of disappointment and loss. 
Hope (with a capital H) is about our ultimate destiny as Christian people and we are invited to 
reflect, perhaps in new ways, as we await the Christmas Season.       
From the children’s perspective it’s all about mounting excitement and anticipation. This is 
very obvious  here at school and at home I’m sure. 
This will be the last of our regular newsletters. Our Christmas edition will be issued during 
the last week of term. There are some important events happening over the next two weeks 
and they are marked in red in the remaining events list. It would be great to see a full school 
attendance at Holy Name Church next Sunday to honour the Dominican Founders of our 
school. We are also hoping for a full attendance at our Annual Thanksgiving Mass in Sacred 
Heart Church next Thursday 10th December at 6pm, followed by BBQ and disco. 
Go gently at this busy time and have a great week.          
Ngā mihi nui  - Paul Richardson 
 

 
Birthday greetings to Patrick (11) and Jordy (9) who are celebrating their 

birthdays in December. 
 

 
In the last newsletter we reported that Pippa won the Otago Primary 
Schools Tennis for year 6 and also the Otago Primary Schools Primary 

Intermediate Championship. She has just attended the South Island 2015 
Tournament in Timaru and although not victorious on this particular occasion 
she put up a fantastic battle against her opponent. Pippa has done us proud 
respresenting her school taking Sacred Heart into the position of runner up!! 

 

 



 
 
 

Thanksgiving Mass  
2015 

Thursday 10th December at 6pm 
Sacred Heart Church 

 
This is one of our most important and significant events in the school year 
where we gather to give thanks for the successes of the year and to acknowledge 
our senior students as they prepare to leave us. It is expected that all of the 
children will attend wearing formal school uniform. After the Mass the 
celebrations will continue with a PFA sponsored BBQ and disco in Nga Maara 
Hall. We thank you in advance for your support. 

   P a ris h  N e w s :        F a m ily  M a s s  fo r  T e r m  4  
Holy Name Church  
Sunday 6th December 

Celebrating 800 years since the founding 
of the Dominican Order (op)   

           Could the children please arrive for music  at 9:30am  in school uniform. 
  Come and celebrate with the Parish community 

Altar Servers Roster - Sacred Heart Church - Mass 9:30am 
Sunday 13th December: Danny B, Nuala, Orla, Hannah  
  
 
 

Recent SPCA and Opoho PlaycentreVisits 

  
Good times at the SPCA              Nga Mihi nui - Opoho Playcentre 
 
 

 



 
 
 

More New Library Books and a Special Gift  

   
The Special Character Section of our Library has had a recent boost with a number of new 
books on the lives of Saints. There are some amazing historical and inspirational stories to be 
read in these ‘hard to put down’ books. Thanks to Kate and Moira for your assistance with 
purchasing. This week Theodora will be going shopping at UBS to spend her $200 Art 
Competition prize which means even more books for our fantastic library! 
We also said farewell to Mariya (Yr 6) last week as she and her family prepare to travel to 
India to spend Christmas with family there. Mariya and her family presented us with a framed 
cross stitch of the Sacred Heart surrounded by our four core values. We will acknowledge 
Mariya along with our year six leavers at the forthcoming Thanksgiving Mass and Final 
Assembly. 
 

Year 6 - Outram Rafting Experience 

   
 
Our final newsletter will feature some photos from last week’s Climate Change concert. These can to be view on 
our Sacred Heart School Facebook page. 
 

Futsal - News Update! 
 
Players of the Day :  Week 6 – Callum, Jordy, Orla (again!);  Week 7 – Theodora, Hannah Barton, Hannah 
Botting.  This week’s game is the final for the season – thank you to everyone involved this term!! 



 
 
 

TERM 4 EVENTS REMAINING 
Week 8                          (Season of Advent Begins) 
Monday 30th   Combined class prayer (Ruma Tui) 9am       Art Gallery visit 12:30pm (Ruma Kiwi) 
   Earlybirds – Session Four 1:30pm – 3pm 
Friday 4th   Kavanagh College New Entrant visit day for year 6 
                                           SINGING Assembly – Practice for Dominican Mass - Ruma Toroa 2:40pm 
Week 9 
Sunday 6th School Family Mass – Holy Name Chruch – Celebrating 800 years of the 

Founding of the Dominican Order OP 
Monday 7th Combined class prayer (Ruma Toroa) 9am        
  Art Gallery visits 10:30am-12:15pm (Ruma Tui) 12:15pm-2:15pm Ruma Toroa 
Wednesday 9th Board of Trustees Meeting – 7pm in the Staffroom 
Thursday 10th THANKSGIVING MASS SACRED HEART CHURCH AT 6PM 
 BBQ and social gathering / Disco in the school grounds and Nga Maara Hall  
Friday 11th Assembly 2:40pm       End of Year Reports sent home 
Week 10 
Monday 14th  Combined class prayer (Ruma Kiwi) 9am 
   Earlybirds – Christmas Party 
Tuesday 15th  Kavanagh College Junior Prizegiving 11am 
   Visit and performance - Woodhaugh Rest Home 11:30am (Note change of time) 
Wednesday 16th  Christmas Nativity Play / Leavers Assembly 2:15pm 
Thursday 17th  Last day of term – Community Morning Tea 10:30am – Clean up day 
TERM DATES FOR 2016 
Term 1: Monday 1st February – Friday 15th April 
Term 2: Monday 2nd May – Friday 8th July 
Term 3: Monday 25th July – Friday 23rd September 
Term 4: Monday 10th October – Wednesday 14th December (at the earliest)  
 

Justice – Reflection 

 
 

 
Advent Reflection 

All was ready for him once. A time, a place, a people. The world must have been ready for he came. Ages had 
made way for him. A people heard a voice, listened to a call, saw many mighty deeds, agreed to live with new 

hearts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Thank you Mrs Elisabeth Helm for making Advent Wreaths with the children for us again. 
This is a tradition spanning 24 years. 

 


