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Term 3, Religious Education 
Religious Education: Church Strand, Prayer Module, Sacrament Strand and Assumption 
Unit and God Strand. 

Values: This term we have been focusing on our value of Humanity. 

Dominican Education Conference, Auckland, 10-12 July 2015 
The theme this year was “Dominic – Leadership, Spirituality and Freedom. The conference 
gave Dominican schools and educators to celebrate our Charism, network and build 
community. Attendees arrived from around the country and as far as Western Australia. 
We were welcomed with a Powhiri at St Dominics College. I had the pleasure of spending 
this time with Brian McLennan and connecting with Holy Rosary School, Double View, 
Australia, a school established by Sister Gabriel Gill who established Sacred Heart School. 
Helen Bergin OP of Auckland and Margaret Mayce OP of New York, lead us through an 
examinations of freedom and spirituality noting that crisis is a moment of opportunity, and 
how care for our environment connects deeply to our spirituality. I attended two 
inspirational workshops. Exploring a framework for student leadership by Dominique 
Marturia of Australia and the Integration of Maori Spirituality into the school environment 
by Jarlath Kelly.  
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Veritas Youth Group 
With great sadness we had to farewell our very dedicated youth leaders Mark Currie and 
Mary Beban at the beginning of the term. Mark now has fulltime work and Mary needed to 
commit more time to her studies. They very kindly made provisions to ensure that Veritas 
would continue throughout the year. We have three tertiary students giving generously of 
their time and prayers. Daniel Morris, Leonie Helu and Theresa Fitzpatrick. 

 
 
Training of Altar Servers  
Fr Aidan and I have started the training of Altar servers. I hope to have them commissioned 
to start at the next Sacred Heart Mass. The hope is that all children who have received the 
Sacraments of Confirmation and Holy Communion will go onto a roster.  

 
 
 
Feast of St Dominic 7th August 
The day before the Mass Brian was invited to give a talk about the life of St Dominic. On the 
7th August schools around Dunedin Diocese united to celebrate our Dominican Charism 
with a Mass. Our students were very involved with music, singing, Gospel pantomime, 
Altar Serving, prayers and reflections. After the Mass we had an activities day at St Mary’s 
Kaikorai. St Mary’s welcomed us in with a Mihi Whakatau, provided us with fun activities 
and delicious chocolate cake. 



 
 
 
Twilight  Meeting 
 On 20 August tagged teachers gathered with other Catholic teachers from around the 
diocese in prayer as well to gain resources from the Religious Education Advisors (REA). 
We grouped into year levels and attended workshops by the REAs. This gathering was 
followed up by an other visit by Claire Mulholland the REA for our area, who provided 
links and digital resources to support our RE programme. 

 
 
Parish School Masses 
Mass at Holy Name Parish. Children are singing and playing instruments for some parts of 
the Mass with the support of past students and family members. Our participation is 
becoming more of a whole community affair which has been a wonderful development. 
Our next Mass is at Sacred Heart Church this Sunday 20 September. Next term we hope to 
have students participate in the prayers and readings. 

  



Memorial Plaque for Sue-Yuen 
The friends of the school and Paul Richardson organised a liturgy, tree planting and 
memorial plaque for Sue-Yuen. It was a very moving event attended by representatives of 
her family. Many thanks to the families who have support Sue-Yuen’s family through this 
very sad time.  
 

 


