
Sacred Heart School Dunedin   
Manawa Tapu 

Respect, Humanity, Justice, Truth  
In the Dominican Tradition 

Term 1 Week 2/3         9th February 2015 
Season: Ordinary Time moving into Lent next week 

 
Haere mai te whanau  
Warm greetings to you all as the school year of 2015 begins for us. A special welcome to our new 
people Lexani and Sam, who have joined us in Ruma Kiwi (Rm 1/2) and to their families. We also 
welcome to the teaching team and Ruma Kiwi, Mrs Bronwyn Bradshaw. Welcome also to Monica 
Whitham from Otago University College of Education who will be working with us in Ruma Tui 
(Room 4) throughout this year, and Mrs Sue Chilton as temporary Teacher Aide.  
A huge thank you to our energetic and dedicated PFA group for organising the Monster 
Garage Sale to be held this coming Saturday. I couldn’t think of a better way to start the school 
year than celebrating our wonderful school with the wider Dunedin community. Check the website for 
regular updates and find out how to be a part of the Dove Derby. This is a highlight not to be 
missed! 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome Lexani and Sam to Manawa Tapu Ruma Kiwi 
May your time at Sacred Heart School be rich in blessings. 

 

Our Classrooms Have New Names!  

We have an exciting change in the naming of our teaching and learning areas: 

Ruma Kiwi refers to our junior school area (Yr 1/2) 
Ruma Tui refers to our middle school area (Yr 3/4) 

Ruma Toroa refers to our senior school area (Yr 5/6) 
 

 

                      O p e n in g  S c h o o l  M a s s  2 0 1 5  
                      This Wednesday 11th February at 9:30am  

                     Sacred Heart Church 
                    Everyone is very welcome 

  

  



Teaching and Learning 
Science Inquiry ‘Wet Feet’ 
We are planning a  busy and interesting Science Inquiry Learning programme 
for the children involving some visits beyond the classroom over the next few 
weeks. The children will be learning more about the importance of water with 
a focus on wetland areas. We are finalising dates for our EOTC visits this 
week. 
 
Literacy and Numeracy 
Our Literacy and Numeracy data for 2014 shows a very pleasing increase in 
achievement from the previous year for children achieving at or above 
national expectations: 
• Reading 86% to 93% 
• Writing 83% to 93% 
• Mathematics 92% to 93% 
We are looking forward to working closely with the children as we set their 
learning goals for the term. We welcome your involvement and in particular 
any questions you may have. 
 
Weekly Mãori Hui 
This is a time when we gather to celebrate our bi-cultural identity in a Mãori 
context through Waiata (song) and Te Reo Mãori language with some aspects 
of Pasifika culture and language. We are grateful to Mr Tili for leading this 
initiative for us. Members of the parish and school community are welcome to 
join us between 12:10pm and 12:40pm on Fridays in Ruma Toroa. 
 
School Involvement 
There are a number of ways in which you can contribute. eg 
• Library Monday and Friday mornings, issuing books etc. 
• Road Crossing supervision immediately before and after school. 
• Cheese roll making at varoius times throughout the year. 
• Parents and Friends Initiatives This group meets monthly. 
 
 
After School Care Programme Available 
For those busy working families who may require after school care, an 
OSCAR approved after school care programme, Play Ball Dunedin, has been 
established at DNI directly across the road from our school. Please check their 
website for more information and enrollment instructions. 
http://playballdunedin.com/after-school-care.php 
 

                      A s h  W e d n e s d a y  M a s s  
                      Wednesday 18th February at 9:30am  

                     Sacred Heart Church 
                    Begins the Season of Lent 

 
 

 



Our Partnership and Some Safety Matters 
Good communication, punctuality and family involvement all have an 
influence on a child’s well being and success at school.  
We enjoy talking about your children with you! 
Please talk to your child’s teacher in the first instance if you have concerns about any 
aspect of your child’s wellbeing or learning, however insignificant this may seem. 
Concerns are usually quickly resolved and less likely to escalate into problems with 
regular and positive communication. We also like hearing about the good things that 
are happening in your children’s lives and significant events which may affect their 
learning. 
Supervision of children begins from 8:30am each day and teachers are 
available to greet children in their classrooms, discuss any concerns and 
catch up with parents.  
 
Board of Trustees 
The Board of Trustees meets twice per term. The first Board meeting for the 
year will be held next week on Wednesday 18th February at 7pm. 
 
Bikes and Scooters 
For safety reasons we ask that bikes and scooters not be ridden in the 
playground after 8:30am or immediately after school around people gathered 
in the grounds. 
 
Our Newsletter in 2015 
The newsletter is published fortnightly by email and is posted on the school 
website. It is also available sent in hard copy. If you would also like a hard 
copy sent home please let Kay know.  
 
Assemblies 
There will be an assembly gathering this Friday and our first Prayer 
Assembly will be hosted by Ruma Toroa on Friday 27th March. 
 
School Sport Update 
Please return forms for Rippa and Futsal tomorrow so that we can register 
teams.  We also need people to coach and manage the teams.  Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
Sacred Heart   
Earlybirds  
 
Teacher Moira Gallagher manages this programme for four year olds which resumes 
today. The children do a variety of activities including working with our junior children. 
Earlybirds is also on in weeks 4,6, and 8. If you know of anyone with a four year 
old, please invite them to come along and join us where they will be made very 
welcome. 

 
 

 



TERM ONE EVENTS DIARY 
Also updated on our Google Calendar  (http://www.sacredheartdn.school.nz) 

 
FEBRUARY 

Week 2 
Monday 9th   Earlybirds (1) 1:30pm 
Tuesday 10th  Road Safety (Ruma Kiwi) Kerb Drill with Constable Parcell  
Wednesday 11th Opening School Mass 9:30am 
Friday 13th  Road Safety (Ruma Kiwi) Car Care with Constable Parcell 
   Music and Awards Assembly 2:40pm 
Saturday 14th  MONSTER GARAGE SALE  10:30am to 1:30pm 
Week 3 
Wednesday 18th  Ash Wednesday Mass 9:30am 
   Dominican Foundress Day  
                                       (Presentation by Mr Brian McLennan at 1:30pm 
                              Board of Trustees Meeting 7pm 
Friday 20th  Road Safety (Ruma Kiwi) Helmets Wheels with Constable Parcell 
Week 4 
Monday 23rd    Earlybirds (2) 1:30pm 
Wednesday 25th  Futsal Season Begins 3pm 
Friday 27th  Prayer Assembly 2:40pm (Ruma Toroa) 
                                                                      MARCH 
Week 5 
Wed 4th – Fri 6th NZ Catholic Primary Principal’s Exec Meeting – Whangarei 
Week 6 
Monday 9th   Earlybirds (3) 1:30pm 
Friday 13th  Prayer Assembly 2:40pm (Ruma Tui) 
Week 7 
Tuesday 17th  Wetlands Excursion in the morning (To be confirmed) 
   St Patrick’s Day celebrations in the afternoon 
Week 8 
Monday 23rd  Anniversary Day Holiday (School Closed) 
Tuesday 24th   Earlybirds (4) 1:30pm 
Wednesday 25th  Board of Trustees Meeting 7pm 
Friday 27th  Prayer Assembly 2:20pm (Ruma Kiwi) 

APRIL 
Week 9 
Wednesday 1st   Final Futsal Game 3pm 
Thursday 2nd   Holy Thursday Passion Liturgy 2:15pm 
   (Last Day of Term)  

 
 

In The Dominican Tradition 
 

Sacred Heart is a School with a Dominican Charism 
This means that we follow the way of Saint Dominic.  

Through his example we learn to be followers of Jesus.  
Our school values of Truth, Respect, Justice and Humanity also help us to live  

a fully Christian life. 
 

Being Dominican is to love to learn and always curious to know more. 
Being prayerful. We sit quietly, mind and body still, so as to gather the peace of God 

within. Being just and fair to all. We never forget those who do not have the same 
rights as us. Being yourself – an individual with your own gifts and talents. Being a 
protector of the environment and valuing all created things. Being a veritas person, 

honest with ourselves and others. A veritas person is a compassionate person. 
 
 



 
 
  
  
  
  
   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 


