
 
 
 
 

 
Christmas Newsletter  16th December 2014 

 
K ia  o ra  k o u to u  te  W h a n a u 

S e a s o n s  G re e tin g s   
As I write this final newsletter there is serious hostage drama going in Sydney and I am 
reminded of what an unstable world we live in. The fact that this situation is happening so close 
to our part of the world as we are approaching the season of goodwill and joy will be for many a 
cause of confusion and anxiety. We can only hope and pray that the peace of Christmas will 
prevail. 

2014 has been a year of growth and development in our communnity. We have much to 
celebrate and be thankful for as the year draws to a close. We can take pride in  pleasing levels 
of achievement, some great strides in progress for many of our children and a host of activities 
that we have celebrated as a community including: 

• The St Mary McKillop Pilgrimage to Port Chalmers  
• Our weekly Maori Hui 
• The Maori and Pacific Island Festival which for the first time involved the whole school 
• Our Scholastic Book week when a number of prominent authors and identities visited the school 
• Mandarin Lessons for Year 5/6 
• Family Mass Gatherings at both Sacred Heart and Holy Name Parishes 
• A Gathering on the feast of St Dominic with our fellow Dominican Schools 
• Our Sacramental Programme and Sister Paddy’s fine preparation with the children.  
• Our Student Council 
• Our Recent Kiwiana Concert 
• Year 5/6 School Camp at Bannockburn last week 
• This week’s Hour of Code with visitors David Clark, Ann Cronin and Nick Adamson (Thanks to Steve 

and Sarah for organising this.) 

Ours is a community that likes to gather and celebrate throughout the year and we pride 
ourselves on our strong communty spirit and focus on pastoral care for our children and families. 
I would like to acknowedge our Parents and Friends who work tirelessly throughout the year 
caring for our social and pastoral needs. Thank you to our Board of Trustees, to my teaching 
colleagues and support staff for everything you have done this year. Thanks to our sports/culture 
coaches/tutors/managers and to those who quietly work in the background doing a multitude of 
tasks to assist with the smooth running of the school.   

This evening’s Mass at 6pm will be a time for us to gather and give thanks for the 
many blessings we have recceived in 2014. This is our most important annual 
event of the year and we thank you for your support.  

 

Sacred Heart School 
Manawa Tapu 

Respect, Truth, Justice, Humanity 
In the Dominican Tradition 

 
 

 



Bannockburn Camp 2014 
I’d like to make special mention of the Year 5 and 6 camp and of Mr Tili for managing 
this event so superbly well.  As this is Mr Tili’s first year as part of our team, the camp 
was held late in the year and we deeply appreciate the incredible amount of work he did 
to make this event possible. Alongside his other end of year responsibilities for 
Pesamino this was a tremendous effort and was thoroughly enjoyed by the children. Of 
course these events are only possible with parental support, and we sincerely thank our 
wonderful parents who were also part of the camp team, and to all parents who have 
supported so many of our other activities throughout the year.  

 
M rs  Je n n y  T e m p le -S a c re d  H e a rt  S c h o o l  (19 8 9 -2 0 14 )  

We are particularly mindful at this time of Mrs Jenny Temple who is about to retire from 
teaching having been part of the team here at Sacred Heart for the past 25 years. Jenny 
has influenced the lives of many children over the years and is keenly aware of how to 
make learning exciting for all the children. I sure that there are many success stories to 
be told of Jenny’s enthusiasm towards the individual needs and wonderings of children. 
Jenny will be remembered as a highly regarded professional in our school and as a 
caring and exemplary teacher of a whole generation of Sacred Heart children. As well as 
being an excellent teacher in the basics of literacy and numeracy, Jenny has, through 
her passion and enthusiasm, a unique ability to create exciting and memorable learning 
experiences for children. Many of our educational excursions outside of the classroom 
have been initiated by Jenny. 
Jenny and I worked together for many years in the junior area of the school and we will 
always remember her collegiality, kindness and support to all of us. Jenny has touched 
our lives and has made such a difference to so many people during her 25 years at 
Sacred Heart. 
We give thanks for Jenny’s years of service and we wish her and her family every 
blessing and happiness in the future.  
There will be opportuities to farewell Jenny at our gathering after Mass, tomorrow’s 
Leavers Assembly and at  a Special Morning Tea on Thursday morning from 10:30am.  

 
C h ris tm a s  L itu rg y  /  L e a ve rs ’  A s s e m b ly  o n  Th u rs d a y  

Our final school gathering for the year takes place in Nga Maara Hall commencing at 
2pm. We will acknowledge and bless our year 6 leavers, Ewen, Jacob, Kate, Lexie, 
Maddox, Meg, Mickle as they leave us to move on the next stage of their education.  

 

Staff Appoinment 
On behalf of the Board of Trustees it gives me great pleasure to announce that Mrs 
Bronwyn Bradshaw will be rejoining our staff on a permanent part time basis in 2015. 
Mrs Bradshaw was the successful applicant and we warmly congratulate her on her 
appointment. 



Staffing Arrangements for 2015 
Paul Richardson (Principal)                              Reading / RE Yr 1/2  
Pesamino Tili     (Assistant Principal DRS)    Teacher    Yr 5/6 -  Room 5 / Reading Recovery 
Kath Rutherford                                                 Teacher    Yr 3/4  - Room 4 
Bronwyn Bradshaw (Part Time)                  Literacy/Numeracy/Themes etc Yr 1/2  
Andrew Wills                                                     Classroom Release Teacher     (2 hrs per wk)   
Moira Gallagher         Earlybirds Teacher / Coordinator  
Fr Aidan Cunningham IC        Chaplain    
Elisabeth Helm                                               Teacher Aide (10 hrs per week)  
 
 

Term Dates for 2015 
Term 1  Tuesday 3 February  -   Thursday 2 April   
Term 2  Monday 20 April    -    Friday 3 July 
Term 3  Monday 20 July     -   Friday 25 September 
Term 4  Monday 12 October  -  Thursday 17 December  
 

 
 

Season’s Blessings to you and your families and very best wishes to you for a 
safe and happy holiday season. 

May the peace of Christ be yours this Christmas. 
Paul Richardson 

Principal 
 

A Family Prayer for Christmas 
 

O 
Jesus 

Our Saviour 
Thank you for 

Living among us 
And showing us the 

Way to God. Thank you 
 for being born at Christmas. 

Your presence among us is our 
 greatest gift .Thank  you too for 

 all the virtues you give us as we try 
 to follow you. Thank you for faith, hope, 

 charity, peace, thanksgiving, joy, patience, 
 contentment, kindness, generosity, moderation, 

 listening, honesty, gentleness, silence, self-control, 
 forgiveness, obedience, respect, humility, faithfulness, 

 compassion, cheerfulness, enthusiasm, and for all the gifts 
 and talents you have so generously given to our family. 

Thank you especially for 
one another. 

Bless and watch over our family 
on this Christmas Day and always. Amen 

 

Nga mihi o te wa Kirihimete me te tau hou 

 

  

 
 

 
 


