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Haere mai te whanau
It has been a privilege and a pleasure to be
Acting Principal for Paul during his time
on sabbatical. The enthusiasm of the
children for new learning experiences is
very evident and children come along each
day ready to soak up knowledge. It is a big
responsibility to provide a stable learning
environment and it takes dedication and
commitment on the part of teachers.
This is clearly evident at Sacred Heart
where all areas of learning, including the
spiritual and emotional are catered for.
Parents are the first teachers of children
and I have seen how caring and supportive
parents are at the school. The dedicated
teaching staff, entrusted to the care and
education of your children, do a wonderful
job. The good work of the caretaker, cleaner,
and teacher aide and secretary combine to
make Sacred Heart a great place.
I have been impressed with the way the
senior children care for the younger
children.
In closing I would like to thank you all for
welcoming me and allowing me to serve
your community. I will long remember this
great little school and the secure, happy,
and enthusiastic children.

Nga mihi nui
Stephen Hopkins
In the Church’s liturgical year we are currently in
Ordinary time.

God grant me the serenity to accept the

Theodora, little sister of Finlay and
Ewen, began her school days with us
last week. May your time at Sacred
Heart School be rich in blessings.

Sacramental Programme
Sister Paddy is to begin preparation for
First Holy Communion this week on
Monday and Wednesday. The parent
meeting is to be held on Tuesday 14
October at 7.00pm so please mark
this on your calendar now. It is
important that each child has at least
one parent representative at this
meeting.

Birthday Greetings
Happy birthday to
Ewen, Emily and Theodora
who are celebrating birthdays
around this time.

things I cannot change, the courage to
change the things I can, and the wisdom
to distinguish the one from the other.
~Reinhold Niebuhr

Thank you to all those who supported
the cheese roll fundraiser for camp. The
willing helpers made 498 dozen!

Our Specialist Teacher

Andrew Wills always provides an
exciting art and technology
programme. Here is Room 1/2
drawing and painting daffodils.
	
  
Sports update for term 4 from Kay
Thank you for returning the Sports
forms – Futsal is again the popular
sport. There was insufficient
interest in T-Ball, Rippa and Touch
to register teams, but I have
registered a team in each year
group for Futsal, i.e. Year 1&2, Year
3&4 and Year 5&6. Thank you also
to parents willing to coach these
teams!!

The	
  Māori	
  and	
  Pacific	
  Island	
  
Festival	
  performance	
  on	
  Tuesday	
  
was	
  outstanding	
  and	
  here	
  are	
  
some	
  reports	
  from	
  the	
  children.	
  
Sacred Heart has taken over the
show!
Tuesday 16th September 2014, a small
school in North East Valley has blown
away the crowd at the Māori and
Pacific Island Festival. It was so
amazing how a small school could do
such a big performance and take over
the show. We were so amazed that we
wanted it to go on for ever and ever.
Lots of my family members said they
enjoyed it all, but their favourite song
was Kia Ora Ra.
By Lexie

Māori and Pacific Island Festival
On Tuesday night Sacred Heart School
put a spell over the audience shocking
them, from their amazing drumming to
their magical songs.We thank the
tutors, Mr Tili and Whaea Emere, who
were shocked at how good we were.
All the children were proud and some
were nervous but they pulled through.
The power of the singing lifted the
adults off their seats and the energy
lifted the roof. The adults were
amazed.
I Kyran, couldn’t believe that we were
at the Māori and Pacific Island
Festival. All the schools sounded
beautiful but ours was the best of all
from my perspective.
By Kyran

Māori and Pacific Island Festival
Yesterday night Sacred Heart School
went to the Polyfest. The girls got
dressed upstairs and the boys got
dressed downstairs. I was nervous and
when I’m nervous I feel sick.
Just saying that I think the girls were
louder than the boys on stage.Sophie
was in front of me and Vania was
behind me. Room 5 was doing the
drums and it was fabulous. My
favourite song was Tua ana. Bubbles
was cute.
By Nuala

Sacred Heart
Earlybirds
This group met today at 1.30pm in
Room 3. This is a wonderful
opportunity to meet other parents
with pre-schoolers.
If you know of any other parents
with a four year old, please invite
them along in term 4.
Sessions begin again on Monday 20
October and are on every second
week. Moira will ensure you are
made very welcome.

The Board of Trustees met on
Wednesday 17 September and here is
a brief report from that meeting.
Apart from agenda business at
Wednesday night’s Board of Trustees
Meeting, two subjects provided a good
example of the school’s character.
That afternoon, Sacred Heart had been
represented by pupils, parents and
board members at the funeral of Paddy
McLaughlan. Paddy had never lived in
the Valley but through his
grandchildren he became part of the
school community. A few words on the
funeral tributes page sum up the
tremendous time and effort he put into
helping the school, especially with his
unique, personal approach to fund
raising. On his part, Paddy often
expressed his deep appreciation for the
warm, friendly atmosphere that
surrounded the whole school family.
Another example of the healthy culture
of Sacred Heart is shown in the way
Stephen Hopkins has been able to
smoothly lead the school in his time of
standing in for Paul. The Board
expressed their appreciation for his
competence and the way in which he
enthusiastically embraced the spirit of
the school community. Like Paddy
McLaughlan, Stephen has been loud in
his praise for all who make the school
such a happy place to work in.
Jim Neilan for the BOT

Week 10
Mon 22
Tues 23
Wed 24
Fri 26

Earlybirds (5) 1.30pm
Class Mass Rm 4, 9.30am
Class Mass Rm 5, 9.30am
End of Term Assembly 2.30pm
Celebration of Learning.

Term 3 finishes on Friday and there
is to be a Celebration of Learning
Assembly, where the children will
perform their items from the Māori
and Pacific Island Festival.
This assembly will be held at
2.30pm in Nga Maara Hall and all
are welcome to come along.
The Student Council has consulted
thoroughly with all the children in the
school about what they think is the best
use of the money they fundraised. The first
resources will be in the school next week
and include more sandpit equipment, the
beginnings of a DVD library which can be
used on rainy lunchtimes and for the odd
treat when teachers think we have earned
it, a basketball and soccer ball for
everyday use in the playground, and some
more boardgames for lunchtime use. We
are also buying seeds to plant a sweet pea
garden, as the children told us they want
flowers they can pick for prayer tables,
gifts for visitors and to brighten up their
classrooms. We will start with that and
hopefully expand from there, so that we
can have flowers and greenery all year
round. Is anyone in the community able to
help us with the planning and planting of
this project, and we would love someone
to help put up a frame for the sweet peas
too.
~ The Student Council

