
 
 
 
 

 
Christmas Newsletter  16th December 2013  

 

Kia ora koutou te Whanau 
Seasons Greetings  

As I write this final newsletter the funeral procession for Nelson Mandela is under way in 
his ancestral village of Qunu in South Africa. The passing of this great man has touched 
all of us and it is fitting to reflect on his inspirational human achievements as our year 
closes and we prepare for new beginnings in 2014. We hope and pray that his spirit of 
justice will influence us all in our pursuit of the common good.  

2013 has been a year of growth and development in our communnity. We have much to 
celebrate and be thankful for as the year draws to a close. We can take pride in  
pleasing levels of achievement and some great strides in progress for many of our 
children. A very successful school fair in term one has enabled us to begin improving 
our library environment and we are grateful to the fair organisers and library 
development coordinators.  

Ours is a community that likes to gather and celebrate throughout the year and we pride 
ourselves on our strong communty spirit and focus on pastoral care for our children and 
families. I would like to acknowedge our Parents and Friends who work tirelessly 
throughout the year caring for our social and pastoral needs. Thank you to our Board of 
Trustees, to my teaching colleagues and support staff for everything you have done this 
year. Thanks to our sports/culture coaches/tutors/managers and to those who quietly 
work in the background doing a multitude of tasks to assist with the smooth running of 
the school.   

Last Thursday’s Thanksgiving Liturgy was a moving occasion especially for the families 
of our departing year 6 children. This is our most important annual event and we thank 
you for your support.  

 
 

Birthday Greetings 
Happy birthday to Jordy and Nathaniel who are celebrating their 7th birthdays later this week. 
Birthday greetings also to Noah for your 11th birthday coming up on 4th January. We will catch 
up with our other January birthdays in early February. 
 

 

Sacred Heart School 
Manawa Tapu 

Respect, Truth, Justice, Humanity 
In the Dominican Tradition 

 
 

 



Mr Brian McLennan-Sacred Heart School (1990 – 2013) 
Brian McLennan joined the teaching staff of Sacred Heart School in May 1990. His retirement 
this Friday marks the completion of 23½ years of dedication serving the needs of close to 500 
children. Brian will be especially remembered for great pastoral care of the children and his gifts 
in assisting children needing extra assistance and especially in Mathematics. Brian values staff 
collegiality and is held in high regard by his colleagues. I am grateful to Brian for his support as 
Assistant Principal and his leadership in Special Character and Dominican Charism. In the last 
two years in particular Brian has worked most effectively to enhance our school’s charism, so 
much so that we have come to be regarded as a leading Dominican school. On behalf of the 
Sacred Heart community I thank Brian for serving our children and community with such 
dedication and skill. We wish him good health, happiness and a future in retirement rich in 
blessings. 

 
Day of Celebration 
On Wednesday, commencing at 9:30am we are planning a day of celebration for the years of 
service and dedication that Mr Brian McLennan has given to our community. This will be an in-
school fun day with a range of activities (which are currently being planned) followed by a 
liturgy to conclude the day at 2:30pm. (You are all most welcome to join us at any time during 
the day.)  
 
Nativity Play / Leavers’ Assembly on Thursday  
Our final school gathering for the year takes place in Nga Maara Hall commencing at 2pm. The 
children will perform a Nativity Play and we will acknowledge and bless our year 6 leavers, 
Corban, Cormac, Emily, Eva, Isaac, Liberty, Noah, Stella, and Thomas as they leave us to 
move on to the next stage of their education.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Teaching and Learning Arrangements for 2014 
Paul Richardson (Principal)                              Reading / RE Yr 1/2 /Reading Recovery 
Pesamino Tili     (Assistant Principal)             Teacher    Yr 5/6 - Room 5 
Kath Rutherford                                                 Teacher    Yr 3/4  - Room 4 
Jenny Temple (Part Time)        Literacy/Numeracy/Themes etc Yr 1/2  
Andrew Wills                                                     Classroom Release Teacher     (2 hrs per wk)   
Moira Gallagher         Earlybirds Teacher / Coordinator  
Fr Aidan Cunningham IC        Chaplain    
Elisabeth Helm                                               Teacher Aide                            (10 hrs per week)  
 
 

Term Dates for 2014 
Term 1  Monday 3 February to Thursday 17 April  
  (Teacher only day Friday 21 March) 
Term 2  Monday  5 May to Friday 4 July  
Term 3  Monday 21 July to Friday 26 September  
Term 4  Monday 13 October to Thursday 18 December   
 

 
 

Season’s Blessings to you and your families and very best wishes to you for a 
safe and happy holiday season. 

May the peace of Christ be yours this Christmas. 
Paul Richardson 

Principal 
 

A Family Prayer for Christmas 
 

O 
Jesus 

Our Saviour 
Thank you for 

Living among us 
And showing us the 

Way to God. Thank you 
 for being born at Christmas. 

Your presence among us is our 
 greatest gift .Thank  you too for 

 all the virtues you give us as we try 
 to follow you. Thank you for faith, hope, 

 charity, peace, thanksgiving, joy, patience, 
 contentment, kindness, generosity, moderation, 

 listening, honesty, gentleness, silence, self-control, 
 forgiveness, obedience, respect, humility, faithfulness, 

 compassion, cheerfulness, enthusiasm, and for all the gifts 
 and talents you have so generously given to our family. 

Thank you especially for 
one another. 

Bless and watch over our family 
on this Christmas Day and always. Amen 

 

Nga mihi o te wa Kirihimete me te tau hou 

 

  

 
 

 
 


