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Haere mai te whanau
Warm greetings to you all as the school
year of 2013 begins for us. I’m delighted to
welcome children and families who are
new to our community. A warm welcome
back also to Mrs Jenny Temple who has
returned to us refreshed after a year of
extended leave and overseas travel. We
have planned a  busy and interesting
Inquiry Learning programme for the
children with opportunities for sharing
experiences with the community.

Claire Gallagher has started her
schooldays in Rm 1/2. Ewen Clarke-
Wallace and Corban Latham have joined
us in Rm 5. We hope that your time with
us at Sacred Heart will be rich in blessings.

Our Newsletter in 2013
This year we are issuing the
newsletter electronically via our
school website and email. At this
stage we have almost all of our
families on an email tree. Paper
copies will be available if required.
Please let Kay know.

Opening School Mass
Our opening school Mass for 2013
will be held in Sacred Heart
C h u r c h  t h i s  w e e k  o n
Wednesday at 9:30am.  Our
Mass will be combined with the
service for Ash Wednesday.

Board of Trustees
The Board meets for the first time this
year on Wednesday 20th February at
7pm. Your board members are: Megan
Millar-Coote (Chair), Fiona Sherriff,
Andrew Kelly, Steve Gallagher, Kevin
Thompson (Parent reps), Fr Aidan, Sr
Paddy, Jim Neilan and Barbara O’Neill
(Bishop’s reps) Kath Rutherford (Staff rep)
and myself.

School Fair
Saturday 13th April 2013
Preparations for our school fair are
gaining momentum. We will soon
be asking for a small donation from
families to commence over the next
few weeks. We are a small
community reliant on generosity
and goodwill and are very
appreciative of whatever assistance
we can get. Watch this space !!
Contact Fiona Sherriff or Jo
McLaughlan if you would like to
be involved in some way.

Teaching and Learning
Our Inquiry Learning Programme
this term is focusing on the Early
Settlers around Otago. We will be
visiting Toitu Early Settlers
Museum and the Art Gallery. The
children wil l  be seeking
information as to why the early
settlers came here and the
challenges they faced. They will
also be comparing and contrasting
with our own lifestyles. We will
also be looking at the early
Dominican Sisters who came here
and established schools around the
province including our own.



Teachers in Training
We are pleased to welcome
Christina Heye (Rm4) and Phoebe
Meyrick (Rm5) who are in their
final year of teacher training at
Otago University College of
Education. We hope that your time
with us will be rewarding.

Communication
Good communication, punctuality
and family involvement are factors
which help children to achieve well
at school. Supervision of children
begins from 8:30am each day and
teachers are available to greet
children in their classrooms,
discuss any concerns and catch up
with parents. Meetings are best
scheduled for after 3pm.
We enjoy talking about your
children with you!
Please contact your child’s teacher in
the first instance if you have concerns
about any aspect of your child’s
development, however insignificant
this may seem. Concerns are usually
quickly resolved and less likely to
escalate into problems with regular
and positive communication. We also
like hearing about the good things that
are happening in the children’s lives.

School Involvement
There are a number of ways in
which you can contribute. At
present we need helpers for:
• Library Monday and Friday AM
• Road Crossing supervision
• Cheese roll making

Reflection for Lent and the New Year
In this new year we ask you to help us:
To live deeply, with purpose,
To live freely, with detachment,
To live wisely, with humility,
To live justly, with compassion,
To live lovingly, with fidelity,
To live mindfully, with awareness,
To live gratefully, with generosity,
To live fully, with enthusiasm.
Help us to hold this vision and to daily renew it in our
hearts.   AMEN
 A New Year Beckons (Adapted by Joyce Rupp)

Drama Opportunity
We are hoping to start a drama
club this year on Tuesdays after
school. The programme will be run
by Maia Waters an ex Sacred Heart
pupil and there is no charge. If
there is sufficient interest the
programme will commence on
Tuesday 19th February.
Registration forms are available at the office.

Sacred Heart
Earlybirds

Moira Gallagher, a trained teacher,
manages this programme for four year
olds which resumes on Monday 18th

February at 1:30pm. The children do a
variety of activities including working
with our junior children Earlybirds is
also on in weeks 5, 7,  and 10. If you
know of anyone with a four year
old, please invite them to come
along and join us where they will be
made very welcome.

COMING EVENTS
Week 2 - (February)
Tue 12th  Burning of last year’s palms 1:30pm
Wed 13th Mass Sacred Heart Church 9:30am
Thu 14th Teachers Commissioning Mass
Week 3
Tue 19th  Drama Club – School Library
Wed 20th Board of Trustees Meeting 7pm
Week 4
Thu 28th BOT /Principal, Bishop’s Forum
              Holy Cross Mosgiel.
Week 5  - (March)
Wed Thu Fri 6th 7th 8th NZ Principals exec mtg
           Dunedin. Visit to Sacred Heart Thu 7th
Week 6
Toitu Early Settlers Museum visits this week
(Details in next newsletter)
Week 7
Thu 19th Art Gallery visits (all classes)
Week 8
Mon 25th Otago Anniversary (Holiday)
Thu 28th  Holy Thursday Liturgy
Fri 29th    Good Friday (Holiday)

More information will be added next week.

Blessings in the week ahead
Paul Richardson
Principal
www.sacredheartdn.school.nz

 

 



  

 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




